NOTICE-BoArRD HH

- PRESCRIPTION PRODUCTS

Ebixa tablets and oral drops
COMPOSITION: Memantine hydro-
chloride tablets 10mg, oral drops
10mg/g.

PRESENTATION: Film-coated tablets
and oral drops.

CLASS: N-methyl-D-aspartate
(NMDA) receptor antagonist.
INDICATIONS: Treatment of moder-
ately severe to severe stages of
Alzheimeris disease.

DOsAGE: Treatment should be start-
ed with 5mg (10 drops) daily for the
first week, followed by 10mg daily
for the second week and 15mg daily
for the third week. The recom-
mended maintenance dose, from
the fourth week, is 20mg daily. Max-
imum daily dose is 20mg.

MAJOR CAUTIONS: Memantine is not
recommended in patients with
severe renal impairment. Caution is
recommended in patients with
epilepsy. Some factors that may raise
urine pH may necessitate careful
monitoring of the patient. Con-
comitant use of NMDA-antagonists
such as amantadine, ketamine or
dextromethorphan should be avoid-
ed. Interactions between memantine
and the following drugs may occur:
L-dopa, dopaminergic agonists,
anticholinergics, cimetidine, raniti-
dine, procainamide, quinidine, qui-
nine, nicotine, hydrochlorothiazide.
Memantine should not be used dur-
ing pregnancy unless clearly neces-
sary. Women taking memantine
should not breast-feed. Safety and
efficacy in children and adolescents
under the age of 18 years have not
been established.

SIDE EFFECTS: Common (1{il0 per
cent) adverse reactions are halluci-
nations,  confusion,  dizziness,
headache and tiredness.

LEGAL CATEGORY: POM.

NET pPrICE: Tablets 28 £37.10, 56
£74.20, 112 £148.40; oral drops 50g
£66.25,100g £132.50.

CONTACT  DETAILS:  Lundbeck,
Lundbeck House, Caldecotte Lake
Business Park, Caldecotte, Milton
Keynes MK7 S8LFE. Tel 01908
649966, fax 01908 647888.

See SPC for further details.
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Tracleer tablets

COMPOSITION:  Bosentan  62.5mg
and 125mg.

PRESENTATION: Film-coated tablets.
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Crass: Endothelial receptor antag-
onist.

INDICATIONS: Treatment of pul-
monary hypertension to improve
exercise capacity and symptoms in
patients with grade III functional
status.

DOsAGE: Treatment should be initi-
ated at a dose of 62.5mg twice daily
for four weeks and then increased to
a maintenance dose of 125mg twice
daily.

MAJOR CAUTIONS AND CONTRA-
INDICATIONS: Bosentan should only
be initdated if the systolic blood
pressure is higher than 85mmHg.
Bosentan is contraindicated in the
following: moderate to severe hepatic
impairment (Child-Pugh Class B or
C); baseline values of liver amino-
transferases (aspartate aminotrans-
ferases and/or alanine amino-
transferases) greater than three times
the upper limit of normal; concomi-
tant use of ciclosporin A; pregnancy;
women of childbearing potential who
are not using a reliable method of
contraception. Liver aminotrans-
ferase levels must be measured and it
is recommended that haemoglobin
concentrations be checked. Bosentan
should not be used concomitantly
with glibenclamide and concomitant
use with fluconazole, a CYP3A4
inhibitor (such as ketoconazole, itra-
conazole and ritonavir) or a CYP2CP
inhibitor (such as voriconazole) is not
recommended. Nursing mothers tak-
ing bosentan should be advised to dis-
continue breast-feeding. Safety and
efficacy in patients under 12 years
have not been established.

SIDE EFFECTS: Adverse reactions
that occurred more frequently in
patients taking bosentan (€3 per cent)
than in those taking placebo are
headache, flushing, abnormal hepat-
ic function, leg oedema and anaemia.
LEGAL CATEGORY: POM.

NET PRICE: Both strengths 56
£1,615.

CONTACT DETAILS: Actelion Phar-
maceuticals, 500 Chiswick High
Road, Chiswick, London W4 5RG.
Tel 020 8956 2601, fax 020 8956
2512.

See SPC for further details.

Elidel cream
COMPOSITION:
10mg/g.
PRESENTATION: Cream.

ACTION: Blocks synthesis of inflam-
matory cytokines in T cells.
INDICATIONS: For short-term treat-
ment of signs and symptoms, and
intermittent long-term treatment
for prevention of progression to
flares, in patients with mild to mod-
erate atopic dermatitis (eczema)
aged two years and over.

DosAGE: A thin layer of pime-
crolimus cream should be applied to
the affected skin twice daily.

Pimecrolimus

- RECALLED PRODUCTS

Salbulin inhaler CFC-free 100ug/inhalation
The following batches of Salbulin (salbutamol) CFC-free inhaler
100pg/inhalation have been recalled as a precautionary measure (3M

Health Care):

Batch number Expiry date Pack size
GDB084A February 2004 200 dose
GDCO010A March 2004 200 dose
GDCO010C March 2004 200 dose

There is a possibility of higher doses (up to 3i5 times greater) being
delivered because of a faulty valve in some of the inhalers. Recipients of
these batches are requested to quarantine any remaining stock and to
return it via their suppliers. Further information can be obtained from
3M Health Care (tel 01509 613028).

MAJOR CAUTIONS AND CONTRA-
INDICATIONS: Pimecrolimus should
not be applied to areas affected by
acute cutaneous viral infections
(herpes simplex, chickenpox). Before
starting treatment, clinically infect-
ed atopic dermatitis treatment sites
should be cleared of infections. In
the presence of herpes simplex skin
infections, pimecrolimus should be
discontinued at the site of the infec-
tion until the infection has cleared.
Pimecrolimus can not be recom-
mended in patients with erythroder-
ma and is not recommended in
patients with Nethertonis syndrome.
Pimecrolimus should not be used
concomitantly with topical corticos-
teroids or other topical anti-inflam-
matory products. Excessive exposure
of the skin to ultraviolet light should
be avoided. Pimecrolimus should
not be used during pregnancy.
Breast-feeding mothers may use
pimecrolimus but should not apply it
to the breast.

SIDE EFFECTS: Very common (é10
per cent) adverse event is applica-
tion site burning. Common adverse
events are application site reactions
(irritation, pruritus and erythema),
skin infections (folliculitis).

LEGAL CATEGORY: POM.

NET PRICE: 30g £19.69.

CONTACT DETAILS: Novartis Phar-
maceuticals, Frimley Business Park,
Frimley, Camberley, Surrey GU16
7SR. Tel medical information 01276
698370; customer care (for orders)
0845 741 9442.

See SPC for further details.

- FUTURE EVENTS

PEC conference

Primary Care Trust Professional
Executive Committee Pharmacist
conference, Royal Pharmaceutical
Society of Great Britain, 1 Lambeth
High Street, London SEI 7N, 4
November. For further information
and an application form contact
Yvonne Dennington on 020 7572
2208 (e-mail ydennington@rpsgb.
org.uk).

The Pharmaceutical Journal is the official journal of the Royal Pharmaceutical
Society of Great Britain. Founded in 1841, it has been published weekly since 1870.

i Editorial Correspondence concerning editorial contents should be addressed to: The
Editor, The Pharmaceutical fournal, 1 Lambeth High Street, London SE1 7JN (tel 020
75722420 or 020 7735 9141, fax 020 7572 2504, e-mail editor@pharmj.org.uk).

i Advertising Correspondence concerning 7ourna/ advertisements should be
addressed to: The Advertisement Manager, 7he Pharmaceutical Fournal, 1 Lambeth
High Street, London SE1 7N (tel 020 7735 9141, fax 020 7572 2505, e-mail
advertdept@rpsgb.org.uk).

i Members Members of the Royal Pharmaceutical Society should notify changes of
address to the Registration Section, Royal Pharmaceutical Society, 1 Lambeth High
Street, London SE1 7JN. Members resident overseas may have their copies sent on a
priority basis on payment of an additional annual charge of £35.

i Subscriptions Annual subscription rates for non-members (2002): UK £130; EU
£152; rest of world £175 (£210 with priority surcharge). Reduced rates are available for
students in pharmaceutical disciplines resident in Great Britain (£35) and for members
of the Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland (£85). Single copy, UK £5.50 (EU
and rest of world £6.50) inclusive of postage. Correspondence concerning subscriptions
should be addressed to: The Pharmaceutical Press, PO Box 151, Wallingford,
Oxfordshire OX10 8QU, UK (tel 01491 829272, fax 01491 829292, e-mail
rpsgb@cabi.org).

i Copyright © 2002 by The Pharmaceutical Journal. All reproduction,
including photocopying, rights reserved. Average circulation, January to
December 2001, 47,900: UK 42,752, overseas 5,148. Member of the Audit
Bureau of Circulations.

i Published by the Royal Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain. Printed in Great
Britain by Polestar Colchester Ltd, a member of the Polestar Group. Registered as a
newspaper at the Post Office.

LD e 9

THE PHARMACEUTICAL JOURNAL (VOL 269)

563



