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Opportunities in Scotland for pharmacists

pportunities for pharmacists in

Scotland have never been

greater, a group of newly regis-

tered pharmacists was told on 21
October during a registration ceremony
held at the Royal Pharmaceutical Society’s
House in Edinburgh.

The Society’s Vice-President, Gill
Hawksworth, told the new recruits that they
should be confident that they can take an
active part in implementing the Scottish
pharmaceutical strategy.

The Vice-President reminded the audi-
ence that pharmacists’ main responsibility
was for the welfare of patients but that they
also had a duty to their colleagues and to
society as a whole. Emphasising the impor-
tance of continuing professional develop-
ment and life long learning, she said that
keeping up to date with exciting new thera-
peutic developments was a must.

Wishing the young pharmacists every
success in their future careers within phar-

o

occasion.

Inspectors’ talks for
preregistration trainees

ach year, the Royal Pharmaceutical Society’s professional stan-

dards inspectors organise a series of informal half-day presenta-
tions for preregistration trainees. The aim is to explain the
inspector’s own role and that of the Society’s Professional Standards
Directorate, so that trainees can gain an understanding of the sup-
port available to pharmacists from those sources.

The sessions are open to all trainees, who may attend the pre-
sentation of their own choice. There is no charge for attending the
presentations, but any travel costs will have to be met by the trainee
or employer.

The presentations take place at a range of venues across Britain.
Most will be early in the new year, but a session in Crewe is sched-
uled for Monday 25 November 2002. It will take place from 9.30am
to 12.30pm in the Mental Health Conference Room at Leighton
Hospital, Middlewich Road, Crewe, Cheshire (tel 01270 255141),
and will be given by Steven Gascoigne. Advance booking is not nec-
essary. The venue is about four miles from Crewe railway station,
from which buses run frequently. The hospital has a car park.

Details of all the presentations are to be sent to preregistration
trainees and tutors with the Society’s next preregistration bulletin,
which is to be sent out in mid-November. The information will also
be placed on the preregistration training page of the Society’s website
(wwwirpsgb. org. uk/ educati on).
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Gill Hawksworth and David Thomson

macy, Mrs Hawksworth then presented
each of them with a certificate to mark the

The chairman of the Royal Pharmaceu-
tical Society in Scotland, David Thomson,
encouraged all pharmacists in Scotland to
make use of the facilities of the Society’s
House in York Place, a building situated in
an area of growing importance close to the
headquarters of other professional bodies
and the Scottish Parliament.

In a time of unprecedented change, the
profession in Scotland required all hands on
deck to deliver the growing expectations of
patients, the Government and, indeed, the
profession, said Mr Thomson. Young phar-
macists who embraced the substantial chal-
lenges ahead would be welcomed with open
arms.

The Secretary of the Society’s Scottish
Department, Dr Sheila Stevens, gave a brief
outline of Scottish pharmacy history before
adding her own welcome and re-emphasis-
ing the willingness of the staff at York Place
to offer professional support and advice to
all pharmacists in Scotland.

LAw AND ETHICS BULLETIN

An occasional feature, prepared in the Royal Pharmaceutical
Society’s Professional Standards Directorate, to highlight
problems and inquiries currently being bandled

Registered addresses
of pharmacists, pharmacy
companies and partnerships

harmacists are reminded of the requirement to keep the

Society up to date with any changes to their registered
address. Changes of address must be notified in writing to the
Society’s registration section. For security reasons, changes in
address will not be accepted by telephone.

In addition, pharmacy owners are reminded of the impor-
tance of using the pharmacy company’s registered address on all
correspondence with the Society.

All correspondence and official notices from the Society to
corporate bodies or partnerships are sent to the company’s regis-
tered address. Situations have arisen where the superintendent
pharmacist of a company is corresponding using his/her home
address rather than the company’s registered address. Itis impor-
tant that the retention fee demand letter gets sent to the compa-
ny’s registered address and therefore pharmacists must ensure
that the company’s registered address is one where the receipt of
mail can be guaranteed.
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Striking-off follows dispensing errors

pharmacist whose dispensing

errors included supplying dexam-

phetamine when dexamethasone

was ordered and labelling oral
tablets to be inserted into the rectum has
been ordered to be removed from the regis-
ter by the Statutory Committee.

At its hearing on 16 January, the com-
mittee inquired into the case of Errol G. D.
Ganpatsingh, of 23 Harrington Road,
Brighton, East Sussex. Mr Ganpatsingh is
the proprietor of two pharmacies in
Brighton, at 209 Preston Road and 88-90
Beaconsfield Road. Information had been
received from the Council of the Royal
Pharmaceutical Society alleging that Mr
Ganpatsingh had made a number of dis-
pensing errors while pharmacist in charge at
the premises at 88-90 Beaconsfield Road.

The alleged errors included the supply
on 23 January 2001 of 28 dothiepin capsules
25mg and 28 dothiepin 75mg tablets when
100 dothiepin 25mg capsules had been pre-
scribed, and failing to counsel the patient
about the change of dose this necessitated.
He had endorsed the prescription “OP Pro-
thiaden”, although generic dothiepin had
been supplied.

It was also alleged that on 29 January
2001 Mr Ganpatsingh had dispensed dex-
amphetamine tablets on a prescription
ordering dexamethasone and, when the
error had come to light, had retrieved the
wrongly dispensed dexamphetamine tablets
and had returned them into stock.

Further, Mr Ganpatsingh was stated to
have supplied, on 5 March 2001, Colofac
tablets that were incorrectly labelled.

Following those errors, it was alleged
that Mr Ganpatsingh had failed to review
procedures for dispensing and checking
medicines at his pharmacy as he had been
advised to do by the Society’s inspectors.

Geoff Hudson, of Penningtons (solici-
tors), appeared in order to present the facts
of the case to the committee.

Oliver Britton, of Turner & Debenhams
(solicitors) represented Mr Ganpatsingh,
who was present at the hearing.

The committee heard that one of the
Society’s inspectors had visited Mr Ganpats-
ingh on 23 October 2000 in connection
with two dispensing errors that had taken
place in August of that year. The first
involved the supply of candesartan 8mg
tablets when the prescription had called for
ondansetron 8mg; the second error was that
diazepam 2mg had been supplied and
labelled digoxin 62.5mcg, when the latter
had been prescribed.

Following the visit, a letter had been
sent to Mr Ganpatsingh on 19 January
2001, reinforcing verbal advice given on the
October visit that he should review his dis-
pensing and checking procedures, and
pointing out that staffing levels in the phar-
macy did not seem sufficient for the volume
of work being done. The letter required that

he should reply within 21 days, confirming
that he had followed the advice given.
When no reply was received, a further letter
was sent. Mr Ganpatsingh claimed he had
received neither letter.

Meanwhile, the Society received further
complaints about dispensing errors. On 23
January 2001, on a prescription for 100
dothiepin 25mg capsules, 28 dothiepin
75mg tablets in one container and 28 cap-
sules of 25mg in another container were
supplied. Instead of the prescriber’s direc-
tions that two capsules should be taken at
night for five days, then three capsules at
night, he had labelled both containers “take
one at night”. The patient’s prescription
records stated that 120 capsules of 25mg
had been supplied. The patient had taken
one of each strength for four nights and
experienced extreme drowsiness. She con-
sulted her doctor and the complaint
resulted.

The complaint about the dexampheta-
mine tablets arose after a patient who hap-
pened to be a nurse visited the pharmacy to
collect the balance owing on a prescription
for dexamethasone. She saw the container
being taken from the dispensary shelves, not
from the Controlled Drugs cabinet. After
returning home, she found that she had
been given dexamphetamine tablets. She
had telephoned Mr Ganpatsingh, who went
to her house and exchanged the dexamphet-
amine for the correct tablets. During the
course of an interview with the Society’s
inspector, Mr Ganpatsingh had admitted
that he had returned the dexamphetamine
tablets to the Controlled Drugs cupboard
for redispensing.

The incident relating to the Colofac
tablets took place on 5 March 2001. The
medication was properly dispensed but
instead of being labelled “one to be taken
three time a day before food”, as prescribed,
the container was labelled “Place one high
in the rectum (remove wrapper) before
food”. The patient telephoned the pharma-
cy to query this; Mr Ganpatsingh apolo-
gised and delivered a new label.

SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES

Giving the committee’s decision, the chair-
man (Lord Fraser of Carmyllie, QC), said
that little was disputed about the matters
complained of. Dealing first with the supply
of dothiepin, he said that there had been
serious consequences for the patient. Hav-
ing had no opportunity to understand what
she should have been taking, she took some-
thing like twice the amount her doctor had
advised. This had caused her to become
exceptionally drowsy and had also meant
that the course of medication prescribed
could not be followed in the appropriate
manner. Coupled with that was Mr Gan-
patsingh’s failure to counsel the patient
about the changes to the dosage necessitated
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by his having dispensed 75mg tablets and
the endorsing of the prescription “OP Pro-
thiaden” despite the fact that he had dis-
pensed at least some of the generic
equivalent.

The supply of dexamphetamine against
a prescription calling for dexamethasone
was also a serious matter. They were very
different medications. It was particularly
careless to give a patient a Controlled Drug
against a prescription that did not call for it.
Furthermore, he should not have returned
to stock the dexamphetamine tablets that
had been wrongly dispensed.

The committee felt the incorrect
labelling of the Colofac tablets was extraor-
dinary. While no harm had been caused to
the patient, because he had noticed that the
instructions on the label were incorrect, it
was a serious dispensing error.

Turning to Mr Ganpatsingh’s failure to
review his dispensing procedures in accor-
dance with the advice given by the Society,
The chairman said that this did not loom as
large in the committee’s consideration as
might have been thought. That was because
in any pharmacy not only should there be
procedures for dispensing and checking but
they should be rigorously observed. That
was an integral part of the profession of
being a pharmacist. Any experienced phar-
macist, such as Mr Ganpatsingh, should
have been aware of that, whether or not he
had received advice or letters from the
Pharmaceutical Society.

Mr Ganpatsingh should have laid down
proper procedures for dispensing and
checking and, as the pharmacist owner,
should have been the first person to ensure
that those procedures were wholly carried
through. However, it appeared that he had
not even followed the procedures he did
have in place.

Mr Ganpatsingh had been personally
responsible for the serious errors that had
been established; they amounted to miscon-
duct such as to make him unfit to be on the
register.

The committee was informed that Mr
Ganpatsingh had been reprimanded in 1994
(over a different matter). It had been direct-
ed on that occasion that that decision should
be brought before the committee if he were
to appear before them again.

Mr Ganpatsingh’s name was ordered to
be struck from the register. He had three
months in which to appeal against the deci-
sion

The chairman added that members of
the committee, who had been told that Mr
Ganpatsingh was awaiting an operation for
cataracts, had expressed their concern about
his eyesight. If Mr Ganpatsingh wished at
some time in the future to apply for restora-
tion the committee would, among other
things, have to be satisfied that his eyesight
had improved sufficiently to allow him to
resume his profession.
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Practising as a pharmacist while not on
the register leads to striking off

he name of a pharmacist who

had continued to practise after

being removed from the regis-

ter for non-payment of fees, and
who had not provided an address at which
he could be contacted after his restoration,
has been struck off.

At its meeting on 14 January, the com-
mittee inquired into the case of Philip F.
Sloane, whose registered address is 1 Catton
Grove, Norwich. A complaint had been
received from the Council of the Royal
Pharmaceutical Society alleging that after
his removal from the register for non-pay-
ment of fees on 2 June 1999, Mr Sloane had
worked as a pharmacist for 74 days between
that date and 29 October 1999. Mr Sloane
had also failed to make adequate arrange-
ments to ensure that correspondence sent to
his registered address by the Society was
properly dealt with.

Geoff Hudson, of Penningtons (solici-
tors), attended in order to place the facts of
the case to the committee.

Mr Sloane was not present and was not
represented.

The committee heard that on 8 January
2000, after his removal from the register,
Mr Sloane had contacted the Society. He
was advised that before his name could be
restored he had to provide an address at
which he could be contacted. On 1 March
2000, Mr Sloane had sent in the necessary
fees, listing his address as 1 Catton Grove,
Norwich, and his name had been restored to
the register. The address was that of a guest
house. Subsequently, the fact came to light
that Mr Sloane had worked as a pharmacist
while not on the register. Attempts to com-
municate with him, including recorded
delivery letters sent to that address on mat-
ters relating to his alleged misconduct in
practising after the removal of his name, and
advising him of the forthcoming hearing by
the committee, had failed.

The chairman (Lord Fraser of Carmyl-
lie, QC), giving the committee’s decision,
said that Mr Sloane had not appeared at the

hearing and there had been no indication
that he would want to seek an adjournment.
All steps required to give notice of the pro-
ceedings had been properly taken and it
would not be in the public interest to allow
the case to drag on.

It had been established that Mr Sloane
had worked for 74 days after his removal
from the register. That amounted to mis-
conduct such as to render him unfit to have
his name on the register. His failure to make
arrangements to ensure that correspon-
dence sent to him by the Society would be
received was also misconduct that would
make him unfit to be on the register.

Tt was essential, said the chairman, that
the Royal Pharmaceutical Society should
have an address at which it can communi-
cate with the pharmacist in question.

The committee ordered that Mr
Sloane’s name should be struck off. Notice
of his removal from the register was pub-
lished in The Pharmaceutical Fournal of 26
January (p120).

Unauthorised Viagra supply results in reprimand

Suffolk pharmacist who supplied

himself and others with Viagra

tablets in the absence of any pre-

scription has been reprimanded
by the Statutory Committee

At its meeting on 14 January, the com-
mittee inquired into the case of Michael O.
G. Allen, of Grange Farmhouse, Hasketon,
Woodbridge, Suffolk, and Tranby Invest-
ments Ltd. Mr Allen is superintendent and a
director of the company, which owns two
pharmacies: one at the White Hart, High
Street, Wickham Market, the other at 32
Market Hill, Framlingham, Suffolk. A com-
plaint had been received from the Council
of the Royal Pharmaceutical Society alleg-
ing that Mr Allen had supplied Viagra
(sildenafil) tablets other than on the author-
ity of a prescription and had failed to ensure
that accurate records of Viagra were kept
between January and October 2000.

Geoff Hudson, of Penningtons (solici-
tors) appeared in order to present the facts
of the case to the committee.

Kevin McCartney, of counsel, instruct-
ed by Charles Russell (solicitors) represent-
ed the company and Mr Allen, who was
present at the hearing.

The committee heard that one of the
Society’s inspectors had received informa-
tion that Mr Allen was supplying Viagra to
friends at a golf course. In consequence, he
obtained from the company’s main whole-
saler details of Viagra supplied to the two
pharmacies and from the Prescription Pric-
ing Authority details of the quantity dis-
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pensed on NHS prescriptions. A compari-
son indicated that between 1 January 2000
and 3 October 2000, a total of 384 Viagra
50mg tablets had been supplied and 156 dis-
pensed. The company’s pharmacies were
accordingly visited to investigate the matter.
Examination of the dispensary stock at
the Wickham Market pharmacy on 3 Octo-
ber revealed no stock of Viagra. At the Mar-
ket Hill premises, four Viagra 100mg tablets
and two 25mg tablets were found, with
three private prescriptions. Mr Allen was
not present at the time of those visits but
when the inspector telephoned him the fol-
lowing day he said there were some tablets
in a cupboard under the sink at the Wick-
ham Market pharmacy. Three packs of eight
Viagra 50mg were found there, concealed
behind the waste pipe. Altogether, there was
a discrepancy of 204 tablets between the
numbers supplied to and dispensed by the
two pharmacies. In an interview, Mr Allen
said he had supplied tablets to four or five
individuals and had taken some himself. He
said he had not taken any money for the
tablets he had supplied but had been con-
cerned to help friends who were having dif-
ficulties. He admitted that he had been
wrong to do so and regretted his action.
Giving the committee’s decision, the
chairman (Lord Fraser of Carmyllie, QC),
said that Mr Allen had failed in his duty to
have adequate systems in place to ensure
that accurate records of Viagra were kept for
the period in question. Mr Allen had also
admitted not only that he had used Viagra
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personally, knowing that it was a prescrip-
tion-only medicine, but that he had also
supplied Viagra to a number of other indi-
viduals who were his friends in the absence
of any prescription.

Of the shortfall of 204 tablets, his esti-
mate was that he had retained somewhere in
the region of 150 for his own use and the
remainder had been supplied to his friends.
He had been open in indicating that he
recognised that what he had done was wrong
and that supplying Viagra without a pre-
scription was something that a pharmacist
should not have allowed himself to be led
into. Making those unauthorised supplies to
himself and others amounted to illegal and
unprofessional conduct and was such as to
render him unfit to be on the register.

However, the committee had decided to
draw back from removing his name. Mr
Allen had been open and frank in his admis-
sions and in his evidence. He had been a
pharmacist for 36 years and had an unblem-
ished record. He would be 64 on his next
birthday and if his name were to be removed
itwould be in effect an end to his career as it
would be unlikely that any application for
restoration would be considered in less than
two years. The committee would regard
that as an unnecessarily stern attack on him
for this particular professional misconduct;
it was accepted there had been no financial
gain on his part.

Mr Allen was ordered to be reprimand-
ed; no further action was ordered against
the company.
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Striking-off for pharmacist who was jailed

pharmacist who had been sent to

prison after repeatedly breaking

the terms of a community service

order has had his name removed
from the register.

At its meeting on 14 January, the com-
mittee inquired into the case of Howard L.
Rodkoff, of 26 Turpin Avenue, Romford,
Essex. Information had been received that
Mr Rodkoff had been sentenced to 12
months’ imprisonment at Snaresbrook
crown court on 31 January 2001 for having
breached the requirements of a community
service order. He had also completed a decla-
ration on the retention fee form for 2001
declaring that he was unfit to practise
through ill health. In fact, he had been
employed as a pharmacist on 15 days
between 1 October and 12 December 2001.

Geoff Hudson, of Penningtons (solici-
tors) was present to place the facts of the case
before the committee.

Mr Rodkoff attended the hearing with-
out legal representation.

The committee heard that in 1997, Mr
Rodkoff had become bankrupt. Subsequent-

ly, he had been found guilty of failing to dis-
close to the official receiver details of a lump
sum and an annuity received from a pension
fund. For that offence, he had received an
order for 200 hours community service from
Snaresbrook crown court on 8 October 1999.
He had completed 70.5 hours of that service
at a hospice when he had been told not to
return there. At Redbridge magistrates’ court
on 9 June 2000 he was fined £500 and
ordered to complete the remainder of the
community service. However, he had failed
to do so and had received the prison sentence
instead, imposed by the court on 31 January
2001. Mr Rodkoff had contended that he had
not received letters sent by the probation ser-
vice informing him of alternative placements
for completion of his community service.
Giving the committee’s decision, the
chairman (Lord Fraser of Carmyllie, QC)
said that the case against Mr Rodkoff fell into
two parts: one relating to the three convic-
tions following his bankruptcy and one relat-
ing to his practising as a pharmacist when he
had previously indicated that he was unfit
through ill health. In making the declaration

that he was unable to practise through ill
health, which allowed him to pay the reduced
fee of £19 for the year 2001, he had con-
firmed that he would “not during the year
2001 be gainfully employed in any occupa-
tion”. If he was, he undertook to remit “with-
out demand the balance of the fee as required
...”. In the lead-up to the present inquiry,
however, it was discovered that he had
worked for some 15 days as a pharmacist.
Subsequently, he had paid the balance due.

That misconduct, the chairman contin-
ued, was less important than the convictions
and the 12-month prison sentence. He noted
that the judge sentencing Mr Rodkoff had
said he was “astonished, given the persistent
deception this man has practised, that he
should be allowed to continue to practise”.
The committee had given due weight to
those remarks. However, it was their own,
separate, opinion that Mr Rodkoff should be
removed from the register.

The committee therefore ordered that
Mr Rodkoff’s name should be struck from
the register. He had three months in which to
appeal.

Superintendent pharmacist failed to fulfil responsibilities

London pharmacist has been repri-

manded for failing to carry out his
duties properly as a superintendent, includ-
ing ensuring that a pharmacist was present
when a pharmacy was open.

At its meeting on 15 January, the Statu-
tory Committee inquired into the case of
Rohitkumar D. Kotecha, of “Weathertrees”,
South Hill Avenue, Harrow, Middlesex, and
Niemans Chemists Ltd. Mr Kotecha is
superintendent pharmacist and a director of
the company, which owns five retail pharma-
cies. A complaint had been received from the
Royal Pharmaceutical Society alleging that
Mr Kotecha may have been guilty of profes-
sional misconduct. It was alleged that, as
superintendent pharmacist, he had failed to
ensure that, at the company’s pharmacy at 8
Farringdon Road, London ECI, all sales of
pharmacy medicines were made by or under
the supervision of a pharmacist on 28
December 2000, and he had also failed to
ensure that a pharmacist was in personal
control of the pharmacy on 27 and/or 28
December 2000. It was further alleged that
he had failed to fulfil his duties and responsi-
bilities in relation to monitoring procedures
and practices in the pharmacy.

Geoff Hudson, of Penningtons (solici-
tors), appeared in order to present the facts
of the case to the committee.

Mr Kotecha was present at the inquiry,
and he and the company were represented
by Oliver Britton, of Turner & Debenhams
(solicitors).

The committee heard that one of the
Society’s inspectors had visited the Farring-
don Road pharmacy on 28 December 2000

at 10.17am. The pharmacy was open for
business and two assistants were in the shop.
The inspector asked for, and was sold with-
out question, a pack of 12 Solpadeine tablets.
When the inspector asked if there was a
pharmacist present, the assistant replied that
there was not, adding that the pharmacy was
open only for a few hours that day.

The inspector made herself known and
asked the assistant to contact the superin-
tendent pharmacist, Mr Kotecha. In a tele-
phone conversation, she asked why the
premises were open in the absence of a
pharmacist. Mr Kotecha indicated that the
premises were open only for the sale of such
things as perfumes and photographic goods,
and so that films for processing could be
collected and delivered and the premises
cleaned.

Interviewed by the inspector, Mr
Kotecha admitted that he had instructed the
staff to open on 28 December, and had
allowed it to open on 27 December, know-
ing that there would be no pharmacist in
personal control. He acknowledged that he
should have instructed the staff to lock the
door to exclude the public. He also admitted
not having given specific instructions that
pharmacy medicines should not be sold. He
accepted that that there should have been a
medicines sale protocol at the pharmacy but
that he had not checked it. He also con-
firmed that he did not visit the pharmacy for
the purposes of reviewing procedures and
practices.

Giving the committee’s decision, the
chairman (Lord Fraser of Carmyllie, QC)
said that none of the facts of the case had
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been challenged. The Society properly con-
tended that Solpadeine should not have
been sold in the absence of a pharmacist and
that there had been a failure on Mr
Kotecha’s part as superintendent pharmacist
to ensure that a pharmacist was in control
that day.

What did not appear appropriate to
allege against Mr Kotecha, however, was
that there was a stand-alone failure on his
part as superintendent pharmacist to have a
pharmacist in personal control on 27
December. Accordingly, said the chairman,
the committee was not prepared to make a
finding in respect of that part of the com-
plaint.

However, there was a further complaint
that Mr Kotecha had failed in his duties and
responsibilities as a superintendent pharma-
cist in relation to monitoring practices and
procedures in the pharmacy. When the
inspector had asked if there was a written
medicine sales protocol in the branch, he
had admitted that there should have been
one there, but he had not gone to the branch
and looked for it. From that admission, it
seemed that Mr Kotecha had recognised
that he had an array of responsibilities as
superintendent pharmacist that he had not
discharged. Since then, however, there had
been a marked improvement in the way he
had set about his responsibilities in superin-
tending all five of his pharmacies, and he
was in the process of preparing a pharmacy
manual.

Mr Kotecha was ordered to be repri-
manded. No further action was taken
against the company.
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Bratt On 26 September, Stella Mary Bratt,
MRPharmS, of 1 Arnor Close, Weston-
Super-Mare, Avon BS22 0GB. Mrs Bratt
registered in 1961.

Elsdon On 24 September, Clifford Elsdon,
MRPharmS, of “Evancliffe”, 19 Holywood,
Wolsingham, Bishop Auckland, County
Durham. Mr Elsdon registered in 1955.

Mitchell On 4 October, Alistair Graham
Mitchell, MRPharmS, of 10 Cavendish Dri-
ve, Newton Mearns, Glasgow G77 SHY. Mr
Mitchell registered in 1977.

Reynolds On 3 October, George Ernest
Reynolds, MRPharm$, of 12 Brook Farm
Court, Eastholme Road, Belmont, Hereford
HR2 7TY. Mr Reynolds registered in 1938.

Shaw On 3 September, Graham George
Shaw, MRPharmS§, of Department of Phar-
macology, School of Pharmacy, Trinity
College, Dublin, Ireland. Professor Shaw
registered in 1971. He was lecturer in phar-
macology at the department of pharmacy,
University of Nottingham, until his appoint-
ment as professor of pharmacology and
department head at Trinity College school of
pharmacy in 1979. In 1983 he was elected
director of the school and remained in this
post for six years. He was elected a fellow of
Trinity College in 1982. (see Tribute, below.)

- TRI BUTES

Shaw In a wibute to the late Graham
George Shaw (see above), Dr MARTIN
HENMAN writes: Professor Graham Shaw,
who was head of the department of pharma-
cology and a former director of the school
of pharmacy, Trinity College, Dublin,
died suddenly on 3 September. A graduate
of Nottingham university, he undertook
research there for his doctorate and then
became a member of the academic staff in
pharmacology before moving to Trinity.

During his time in Trinity he intro-
duced patient counselling and responding to
symptoms into the undergraduate pharmacy
syllabus, and promoted the importance of
patient counselling and the provision of
patient information by pharmacists and by
means of patient information leaflets to the
profession as a whole through lectures and
papers. He served as head of the school of
pharmacy for six years.

He served for many years on the board
of the National Drugs Advisory Board (the
equivalent of Britain’s Medicines Control
Agency, now the Irish Medicines Board)
including a long period as chair of one of the
two main committees that serve the board.
He served as a member of the Commission
of Enquiry into Pharmacy that published its
report in 1990. He wrote a weekly column
about medicines for Th e Irish Times, some-
thing that raised the profile of pharmacists
in Ireland. Graham was also a distinguished
neuropharmacologist and was a key figure in
the Irish Neurosciences Group.

2 November 2002

MEDICINES, ETHICS AND PRACTICE

November list of amendments

In the first issue of each month The Journal
updates the guidance on the legal status of
medicines published in the 26th (July 2002)
edition of ‘Medicines, ethics and practice: A
guide for pharmacists’. The amendments are
given in bold type when added to the list and

repeated each month in light type. A product’s
legal status can be obtained by consulting first
the latest amendment list and then the guide.
The abbreviations used in the list are
explained in the key to annotations in the
body of the guide (pp27 and 73).

HUMAN MEDICINES

APO-go pen injector POM

Beechams all-in-one tablets
GSL

Beechams decongestant plus
with paracetamol capsules
GSL

Care Cetirizine Hayfever
Relief tablets P

Caspofungin infusion
POM

Cipralex tablets POM

Day and Night Nurse
capsules P

Ebixa tablets and oral
drops POM

Elidel cream POM

FemSeven Sequi patches

POM

Lemsip cold + flu Max
Strength Direct lemon
sachets GSL

Lemsip Max Strength sinus
relief capsules
GSL

Merional injection POM

Neoclarityn syrup POM

Nicotinell coated gum
GSL

NiQuitin CQ 2mg mint gum
GSL

NiQuitin CQ 4mg mint
gum GSL

Nurofen for Children
singles sachets GSL

Pegasys injection POM

Pletal tablets POM

Remegel chewy squares GSL

Reminyl oral solution POM

Sudafed 12 Hour Relief
tablets P

Sustiva oral solution POM

Tracleer tablets POM

Tranquilyn tablets CD
POM

Trileptal oral suspension
POM

Trintek patches P

Vantage dry cough syrup P

Vantage expectorant cough
syrup GSL

Vantage expectorant and
decongestant cough syrup
¥

Vantage extra power pain
reliever tablets (16s) GSL

Vantage junior expectorant
cough syrup GSL

Varilrix vaccine POM

Fenogal capsules POM Risperdal Consta injection Vfend tablets and infusion
Filnarine SR tablets CD POM POM

POM Sedonium tablets P ViraferonPeg prefilled pens
Imodium Instants tablets Senokot Double Strength POM

GSL tablets P Wind-Eze gel caps entry
Invanz infusion POM Simple eye ointment P should read: Wind-Eze
Ipocol tablets POM Soloc tablets POM products GSL
Komil 5/40 tablets POM Spiriva inhalation capsules Xigris infusion POM
Lantus injection POM POM Zomig nasal spray POM

- SOCI ETY MEETI NGS

Unless otherwise stated, further details of
meetings organised by the Royal Pharma-
ceutical Society can be obtained from the
Society at 1 Lambeth High Street, London
SE1 77N (tel 020 7735 9141; fax 020 7735
7629).

Medi cal i nagi ng

The Royal Pharmaceutical Society and the
Academy of Pharmaceutical Sciences are to
hold a joint one-day symposium on
“Advances in imaging of patients, disease
and drug delivery systems” at the Society’s
headquarters, London, on 28 November.

The meeting will highlight advances in
medical imaging and discuss emerging
applications in the identification of disease
in patients. It will also review novel applica-
tions of imaging techniques to investigate
the performance of oral, pulmonary and
ophthalmic drug delivery systems. The
meeting is aimed at those involved in drug
research — particularly pharmaceutical and
clinical researchers involved in identifying
disease in patients and developing formula-
tion strategies for their treatment.

The following papers will be given in
the morning session: “Introduction to
advanced imaging technologies” by Profes-
sor Alex Elliott (University of Glasgow);

“Molecular imaging: single photon emission
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computed tomography” by Professor David
Wyper (University of Glasgow); “Patients’
positron emission tomography” by Profes-
sor Peter Sharp (University of Aberdeen);
“Contrast ultrasound” by Professor David
Cosgrove (University of London); and
“Functional metabolic imaging of tumours”
by Professor Alan Perkins (University of
Nottingham). The afternoon’s papers will
be: “Gut reaction: scintigraphic and mag-
netic resonance imaging” by Dr Bridget
O’Mahony (Bio-Images Research); “Real-
time monitoring of the disintegration and
drug release of solid dosage forms in the
gastrointestinal tract” by Dr Werner Weit-
schies (Ernst Moritz Arndt University of
Greifswald, Germany); “Recent advances in
radionuclide imaging for assessing pul-
monary drug delivery” by Dr Steve New-
man  (Pharmaceutical ~ Profiles):  and
“Ophthalmic allusions” by Professor Clive
Wilson (University of Strathclyde).

The registration fee for the meeting,
which includes morning coffee, lunch and
afternoon tea, is £120 for members of the
Society or the academy and £180 for others.
Registration forms can be obtained from Dr
J. A. Clements at the Society’s headquarters.

Tabl eti ng t echnol ogy

The Royal Pharmaceutical Society is organ-
ising a three-day residential course on
“Tableting technology”, to be held at the
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Crowne Plaza hotel, Cambridge, from 25 to
27 November.

The course is aimed at recent graduates
of pharmacy or other scientific disciplines
who will be working in the field of formula-
tion or production of solid oral dosage
forms, and those who require an intensive
introduction to the area of tableting, per-
haps following a change in career path. The
course will cover the basic concepts of
equipment selection, granulation end-point
determination, formulation optimisation/
prediction, development pharmaceutics for
registration, official and non-official disso-
lution tests, and film coating.

The course fee of £1,339 is reduced to
£1,269 for pharmacists, pharmacy preregis-
tration trainees and members of the Academy
of Pharmaceutical Sciences. The fee includes
bed, breakfast and evening meal for two
nights, as well as lunch and refreshments.
Registration forms can be obtained from Dr
John Clements at the Society’s headquarters.

Lists of residential course and symposia
organised by the Society’s science secretariat
can be found on the science section of the
Society’s website (www.rpsgh. or g. uk/ sci ence).

Chiltern Region lecture

The 2002 lecture of the Royal Pharmaceuti-
cal Society’s Chiltern Region will be given on
Monday 25 November by Professor David
Taylor (professor of pharmaceutical and pub-
lic health policy, School of Pharmacy, Uni-
versity of London), Speaking on “Realising
the promise of pharmacy for tomorrow’s
society”, Professor Taylor will describe the
implications and opportunities of recent
changes for pharmacists, present findings on
the views and expectations of pharmacists
working in various settings and assess the

likely direction of pharmacy and pharmaceu-
tical care. The lecture will be held at Glaxo-
SmithKline, Stockley Park, Uxbridge at 8pm,
with refreshments available from 7pm. To
register attendance or for further informa-
tion, please contact Mrs Jackie Ruffle (tel
0118 969 2510; e-mail JCRuffle@aol.com). A
contribution of £10 towards the lecture costs
is requested for all those registering.

-DI ARY

HEADQUARTERS MEETINGS

The following meetings take place at the
Royal Pbarmaceutical Society’s headquar-
ters, London

Monday 4 Novenber

Meeting of Officers 10.30am
Infringements Committee 2pm
Tuesday 5 Novenber

Practice Committee 9am
Science Committee 9am
Law and Ethics Committee 1.30pm
Council dinner 6pm
Wednesday 6 Novenber

Council reserve day 9am

LOCAL MEETINGS

Events listed below are meetings of branches
or regions of the Royal Pharmaceutical Soci-
ety. Details of all future meetings notified to
The Journal appear in the Diary section of
PJ Online (www. pj onl i ne. contnot i ceboar d)

Monday 4 Novenber

Sefton “A continuing professional devel-
opment: what’s the buzz” by Claire Grout

THE PHARMACEUTICAL JOURNAL (VOL 269)

(head, pharmacy education and training,
Greater Manchester Workforce Develop-
ment Confederation, NHS North Western
region). Clinical Education Centre, South-
port and Formby District General Hospi-
tal, Southport. Buffet 7.30pm, meeting
8pm.

Stockport “Respiratory medicine” by Dr
Ng Nan Kwong (consultant physician,
Stepping Hill Hospital). Lecture Theatre
A, Postgraduate Medical Centre, Stepping
Hill Hospital, Stockport. Refreshments
7.15pm, meeting 8pm.

Wednesday 6 Novenber

Dudley and Stourbridge “Discases of
injection: hepatitis” by Dr A. Hamlyn
(consultant  gastroenterologist, Dudley
Group of Hospitals NHS Trust). Medical
Services Centre, Corbett Hospital, Stour-
bridge. 7.30 for 8pm. Joint meeting with
general practitioners.

Northamptonshire “Breast cancer” by
Margaret Paragreen (breast care nurse,
Kettering General Hospital). Monsoon,
Kettering. 7 for 7.30pm. Hot food available
after the meeting.

Northern Scottish “Pharmacy practice
research”. Golf View Hotel, Seabank Road,
Nairn. Refreshments. 7.30pm. Joint meet-
ing with Scottish Centre for Post Qualifi-
cation Pharmaceutical Education.

Thur sday 7 Novenber

Bolton “Pharmacy in the future: achieve-
ments and anticipation” by Helen Mec-
Knight (director of clinical governance,
Bolton Primary Care Trust). Education
Centre, Royal Bolton Hospital, Minerva
Road, Farnworth. Buffet 7.30, meeting
8pm.

Hounslow “Advice for the gravitationally
challenged” by Alison Hothersall (chief
dietitian, West Middlesex University Hos-
pital). Education Centre, West Middlesex
University Hospital, Isleworth. Buffet
7.30pm, meeting 8pm.

Huddersfield “Current pharmaceutical
issues” by Peter Curphey (member of the
Royal Pharmaceutical Society’s Council).
Postgraduate Centre, Huddersfield Royal
Infirmary. Buffet 7.30pm, meeting 8pm.

Sat urday 9 Novenber

Aberdeen and North East Scottish “Pro-
fessional dinner”. Speaker David Thomson
(chairman, Scottish Executive, Royal Phar-
maceutical Society). Atholl Hotel. 7.30 for
8pm. (Booking essential.)

Hull Official dinner and disco. Jarvis
Hotel. 7.30pm.

Monday 11 Novenber

Nottingham “Pharmaceutical compen-
sation claims” by Paul Balon (head of
litigation practice, Freeth Cartwright
Solicitors). School of Pharmacy, University
of Nottingham. Finger buffet 7.30pm,
meeting 8pm.

West Hertfordshire “What’s your poi-
son” by Jane Pullin (general practice liaison
nurse). National Pharmaceutical Associa-
tion, Mallinson House, 38-42 St Peter’s
Street, St Albans, Herts. 7.30 for 8pm.
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