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- PRESCRI PTI ON PRODUCTS

Mbvi col - Hal f sachet s
Movicol-Half sachets, each con-
taining macrogol 3350 6.563g,
sodium chloride 175.4mg, sodium
bicarbonate 89.3mg and potassium
chloride ~23.3mg, have been
launched (Norgine); net price, 20
£2.99, 30 £4.48. Legal category:
pharmacy medicine.

- SPC CHANGES

QGivec newindication

The licensed indications for Glivec
(imatinib) ~ capsules have been
extended (Novartis Pharmaceuti-
cals). Glivec is now additionally
indicated for the treatment of

patents with newly diagnosed
Philadelphia  chromosome (Ber-
Abl) positive chronic myeloid

leukaemia for whom bone marrow
transplantation is not considered as
first-line treatment. See SPC.

Qanorph unit dose vial s

The summary of product character-
istics for Oramorph (morphine sul-
phate) unit dose vials has been
updated (Boehringer Ingelheim).
Under the shelf-life section it addi-
tionally states: “Once opened, use
immediately.” The special precau-
tions for storage section now says
“do not store above 25C”. “Protect
from light” has been replaced with
“keep container in outer carton”.
See SPC.

- SUPPLY PROBLEMS

Depo- Provera vial s

Supply of Depo-Provera (medroxy-
progesterone acetate) 150mg/ml
Iml vials has been resumed (Phar-
macia).

It a inhalers

Supply problems are being experi-
enced with Intal (sodium cromogli-
cate) inhalers, 5mg per metered

inhalation, 112 doses (Aventis).
Aventis will not be holding back
orders and will be cancelling exist-
ing orders. Queries should be
directed to the company’s customer
services department (tel 0870 513
3347).

- DI SCONTI NUED PRODUCTS

Xyl ocai ne wth adrenal i ne
Xylocaine (lidocaine hydrochloride

0.5 per cent with adrenaline
1:200,000) vials have been discon-
tinued (AstraZeneca).

O cl of enac sodiumt abl et s
Pharmacia  has  discontinued
diclofenac sodium 25mg and 50mg
tablets, pack size 84, with immediate
effect.

- PRODUCTS M SCELLANY

Aoclair nouth wash

Aloclair mouth wash, containing
polyvinylpyrrolidone, for the relief
of pain caused by mouth ulcers and
other minor traumas such as those
caused by dentures and braces, is
being launched (Forest Laborato-
ries); retail price, 60ml £4.99, 120ml
£7.99.

- ABOUT PEOPLE

Medi ci nes nmanagenent

Annie Coppel, MRPharmS, has
been elected chairman of the Col-
lege of Pharmacy Practice’s faculty
of prescribing and medicines man-
agement. Rosalind Grant,
MRPharm$, and Heidi Wright,
MRPharmS, have been elected to
the faculty’s board.

-WANTS LI ST

Gancer relief challenge
Dr Angela Alexander, FRPharms,
wants to hear from anyone who can

sponsor her to take part in the Costa
Rica Hiking Challenge, a 10-day trek
through forests and swamps. Dr
Alexander is aiming to raise £6,000
for Macmillan Cancer Relief. Those
able to help can send cheques
payable to “Macmillan Cancer Relief
Fund” to 23 Switchback Road South,
Maidenhead SL6 7QE or complete
the online form at www anal exan-
der . co. uk/ sponsor . htm

- FUTURE EVENTS

Mar ket i ng present ati ons
Pharmaceutical Marketing Society
meeting on “Killer presentations”,
Innovex, Marlow, 12 February, 6.30
for 7pm. Cost for members £47,
non-members £94. Details from
Vivian Bennett, Secretary, PM Soci-
ety, PO Box 200, Horsham RHI12
3FA (tel 01403 264898).

CGincd skills

United Kingdom Clinical Pharma-
cy Association weekend school on
“Developing clinical practice skills
in pharmaceutical care”, Hilton
Hotel, Leeds, 4-6 April. Cost for
members £290, non-members £360.

Details from Pat Kennedy on 0116
277 6999.

- THE JOURNAL

QD pil ot deadl i ne ext ended
Due to demand, the deadline for
sending in answers and reports to
the College of Pharmacy Practice
for The Fournal’s second continuing
professional development pilot has
been extended to 27 January. Sub-
mission can be made to Dot Kettell
at the College of Pharmacy Prac-
tice, University of Warwick Sci-
ence Park, Barclays Venture
Centre, Sir William Lyons Road,
Coventry CV4 7EZ, or by e-mail
to info@collpharm.org.uk. E-mails
should contain the phrase “FAO:
Mrs Dot Kettell” in the subject
line.

- CORRECTI ONS

Rofessiond liability

The Pharmacy Insurance Agency
does not offer professional indemni-
ty insurance for pharmacy owners,
as reported last week (p9).
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