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LORD HUNT’S LEGACY

Unlike John Prescott, most people in pharmacy circles know

who Lord Hunt is. Those who have had any dealings with

Government ministers in recent years have few doubts about the

contribution that Lord Hunt has made to putting pharmacy on the National

Health Service agenda. After his decision to resign earlier in the week over the

Government’s stance on Iraq, we can only hope that another champion be

found for all the less high-profile issues in health that he has adopted.

It was Lord Hunt who launched the pharmacy plan for England at

the British Pharmaceutical Conference in Birmingham in 2000 and who

pointed out that there was so much potential to be tapped in pharmacy: “In

the new NHS,” he declared, “pharmacists will spend more time focusing on

the clinical needs of individual patients and helping them get the most out of

their medicines. As barriers are broken down throughout the NHS, they will

find themselves working more flexibly alongside other professionals.”

It is a vision that is still in the future but it is becoming a reality for

many pharmacists as medicines management projects, local pharmaceutical

services, repeat dispensing pilots and supplementary prescribing get off the

ground. In pharmacy, Lord Hunt will be remembered long after John

Prescott has left the political scene.

Editor and Editorial Director
OLIVIA TIMBS

•
Personal Assistant to the Editor

LYN MCCULLOCH
•

Deputy Editor
ANDREW HAYNES, MRPharmS

(The Society Section)
•

Managing Editor
GRAEME SMITH, MRPharmS
(Letters, Broad Spectrum,
Original Papers, Articles)

•
Assistant Editor

MICHAEL THOMPSON, MRPharmS
(Editor, PJ Online)

•
Senior Staff Editors

HARRIET ADCOCK, MRPharmS
(Clinical News)

JONATHAN BUISSON, MRPharmS
(General News)

•
Staff Editors

DAWN CONNELLY, MRPharmS
(Contributions, Reviews)
ZOË GROSS, MRPharmS

(Notice-Board)
LIN-NAM WANG, MRPharmS

(Continuing Professional Development)
•

Production Editor
CHRISTOPHER ICHA

•
Website Controller

GOWAN CLEWS
•

Administrative Assistant
PAULINE HESLOP

(Copyright and Permissions)
•

Editorial Advisory Board
ANGELA ALEXANDER, FRPharmS

JUDY CANTRILL, FRPharmS
ANTHONY COX, MRPharmS
NOEL DIXON, MRPharmS
NICK HALE, MRPharmS
JOHN HALL, FRPharmS

NORMAN LANNIGAN, MRPharmS
CHRISTINA LOWE, MRPharmS

BOB RIHAL, MRPharmS
STEVE WICKS, MRPharmS

•
Head of Business Development

PHILIPPA STAHELIN
•

Office Administrator — Sales  
JO COOK

•
Classified and Systems Support — Sales

CLARE KNIGHTS
•

Display Sales
STUART THOMAS

•
Classified Sales
DORINDA LEWIS
ZIA NAMOOYA

•
Head of Publishing Services

JOHN WILSON
•

Production Manager
JOANNE MARKS

•
Production Assistants

HELEN BLOY
ADAM JONES

•
Director of Publications

CHARLES FRY

The Pharmaceutical Journal
1 Lambeth High Street

London SE1 7JN

Telephone editorial, 020 7572 2420
advertising, 020 7572 2222

Fax editorial, 020 7572 2504
advertising, 020 7572 2505

E-mail editorial, editor@pharmj.org.uk
advertising, advertdept@rpsgb.org.uk

(see also “Notice-Board” page)

PJ Online www.pjonline.com

INTEREST WANING

The Royal Pharmaceutical Society’s Council agreed in 1993 to form

the Community Pharmacists Group in response to “a clear desire

for it among community pharmacists”. At the time, not everyone

believed that such a group was necessary because it was thought that

community pharmacy matters were already well represented to the Council

(PJ, 14 August 1993, p218).

In the inaugural group committee election in 1994, 24 candidates

stood for seven places on the group’s committee. In 1997, when these places

became vacant, five members stood. Again, in 2000, five members stood. Now

this year, in only the fourth committee election in the group’s history, just four

of the group’s members — and there are nearly 9,000 of them — have put

themselves forward and the result is that the election has again had to be

cancelled (see p417).

Interest in the group’s leadership is clearly waning. Were the

doubters right? Might it be time to disband?


