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Join in the fun

ith just over four weeks to go before the new GP contract goes live on 1 April

throughout the UK, pharmacists, be they in community, primary care or the

hospital sectors, should not let the opportunity to be part of the action pass them
by. Over the next three years, general practice has been offered approximately a 33 per cent
increase in income through the contract — which is driven by the quality of services
offered, rather than purely their quantity. Not surprisingly, most of these services can only
be provided by GPs — but by no means all. Under the broad terms of the contract, some
services may be commissioned by GPs from other health care professionals, while others
are in the gift of a primary care organisation.

In other words, the massive hike in cash that is being oftered to general practice will not
all find its way into the pockets of GPs — not only because of the commissioning
arrangements outlined above, but also because GPs will physically not be able to provide
all the services themselves.

In previous issues of The Journal (most recently 31 January, p122), we have pointed out
that, with many GPs opting out of 24-hour cover, there are opportunities for pharmacists
to contribute to out-of-hours care. This week, in Agenda for 2004, we launch a more
detailed series (p247) introducing pharmacists to the structure of the new general medical
services contract and, over the weeks leading up to 1 April, we will look at those aspects
where the greatest opportunities for pharmacists lie.

This week we also publish a News feature (p240) that partly focuses on the views of
Dr John Chisholm, chairman of the General Practitioners Committee at the British
Medical Association, who was closely involved in the development of the contract. He
actively encourages pharmacists to join in the fun — which, it nothing else, is an indication
of how far pharmacy has come in recent years. It is hard to imagine, say 10 years ago, GPs

welcoming pharmacists into the primary care team with such open arms.

Pharmacist prescribing: Scotland first

e hope all readers will join The Journal in sending congratulations to the first group of
tharmacists who are now designated supplementary prescribers on the Register of
the Royal Pharmaceutical Society. The group of 14, who completed their training
through Robert Gordon University, Aberdeen, this week received notification that they
are now registered (p235) and able to sign their own prescriptions. The first prescription to
be signed by a pharmacist is likely within a few weeks, once pharmacists have obtained

prescription pads in community and primary care, and personalised stamps in hospitals.

234  The Pharmaceutical Journal (Vol 272) 28 February 2004

Editor and editorial director
Olivia Timbs

Personal assistant to the editor
Lyn McCulloch

Deputy editor
Andrew Haynes, MRPharm$S
(The Society section)

Managing editor

Graeme Smith, MR PharmS
(Letters, Broad spectrum,
Original papers, Articles)

Assistant editor
Michael Thompson, MR Pharm$S
(Editor, PJ Online)

Senior staff editors

Harriet Adcock, MR PharmS
(Clinical news)

Clare Bellingham, MR PharmS
(News features)

Staff editors

Dawn Connelly, MRPharmS
(Contributions, Reviews)

Hannah Pike, MR PharmS
(Notice-board)

Lin-Nam Wang, MR PharmS
(CPD)

Production editor
Christopher Icha

Website controller
Gowan Clews

Administrative assistant
Pauline Heslop
(Copyright and permissions)

Editorial advisory board

Angela Alexander, FRPharm$S
Judy Cantrill, FRPharmS
Noel Dixon, MR PharmS
John Hall, FRPharmS
Christina Lowe, MR PharmS
Steve Wicks, MR PharmS

Head of business development
Philippa Stahelin

Office administrator — sales
Jo Cook

Classified and systems support — sales
Clare Knights

Display sales
Stuart Thomas

Classified advertisements manager
Zia Namooya

Classified sales
Dorinda Lewis

Head of publishing services
John Wilson

Production manager
Joanne Marks

Production assistants
Yasmin Asghar

Adam Jones

Director of publications
Charles Fry

www.pjonline.com



