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RECALLED PRODUCTS

IVAX lorazepam tablets
IVAX Pharmaceuticals is recalling all batches of lorazepam tablets 1mg
and 2.5mg, packs of 28 and 100, following concerns that the product
may be sub-potent before the end of its shelf life.The products were
first distributed in June 2002.The company says there is no expected
patient risk.Recipients are asked to quarantine any remaining stock of
these tablets and return them to their wholesaler or supplier for credit.
Further details from IVAX customer care on 0800 451600.Website
www.mhra.gov.uk.

CORRECTIONS

Galanthamine structure
There was a mistake in the
chemical structure of
galanthamine printed in the 18/25
December 2004 issue of The
Journal (p906).The correct
structure is printed below.
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NEW MEDICINES

Mimpara
COMPOSITION:Cinacalcet (as
hydrochloride).
PRESENTATION:Film-coated tablets.
CLASS:Anti-parathyroid agent.
INDICATIONS:Treatment of
secondary hyperparathyroidism in
patients with end-stage renal
disease on maintenance dialysis
therapy.May be used as part of a
regimen including phosphate
binders and/or vitamin D sterols.
Reduction of hypercalcaemia in
patients with parathyroid
carcinoma.
DOSAGE: Secondary hyper-
parathyroidism:Recommended
starting dose 30mg once daily.
Mimpara should be titrated every
two to four weeks to a maximum
dose of 180mg once daily to a
target parathyroid hormone
(PTH) level of 150–300pg/ml. See
SPC.Parathyroid carcinoma:
Recommended starting dose
30mg twice daily, titrated every
two to four weeks through
sequential doses of 30mg twice
daily, 60mg twice daily, 90mg
twice daily and 90mg three or four
times daily as necessary to reduce
serum calcium concentration to or
below the upper limit of normal.
See SPC.
PRECAUTIONS:Mimpara should
not be initiated in patients with a
serum calcium below the lower
limit of the normal range.
Adynamic bone disease may
develop if PTH levels are
chronically suppressed.Mimpara
should be used with caution in
patients with moderate to severe
hepatic impairment, or when
being used concomitantly with
strong inhibitors or inducers of
CYP3A4 or CYP1A2.
SIDE EFFECTS:Very common
(>1/10) nausea, vomiting.
Common (>1/100) include
anorexia, dizziness, paraesthesia,
myalgia, asthenia, hypocalcaemia.
LEGAL CATEGORY:POM.
NET PRICE: 30mg 28 £126.28,
60mg 28 £232.96, 90mg 28
£349.44.
CONTACT DETAILS:Amgen, 240
Cambridge Science Park,Milton
Road,Cambridge CB4 OWD.
Telephone 01223 420305.

Xagrid
COMPOSITION:Anagrelide
hydrochloride.
PRESENTATION:Opaque white
hard capsules.
CLASS: Platelet lowering agent.
INDICATIONS:Reduction of
elevated platelet counts in at-risk
essential thrombocythaemia
patients who are intolerant to their
current therapy or whose elevated

platelet counts are not reduced to
an acceptable level by their current
therapy.
DOSAGE:Recommended starting
dose 1mg/day, administered orally
in two doses of 0.5mg.The starting
dose should be maintained for at
least one week, after which it may
be titrated to the lowest effective
dosage required to maintain a
platelet count below 600 x 109/L.
The dosage increment should not
exceed 0.5mg/day in any one
week and the single dose should
not exceed 2.5mg.
PRECAUTIONS:The potential risks
and benefits of anagrelide therapy
in a patient with mild or moderate
impairment of hepatic function or
with impairment of renal function
should be assessed before
treatment starts. Patients should be
closely supervised clinically,
including full blood counts and
assessment of liver and renal
function.
CONTRAINDICATIONS:Patients
with severe hepatic impairment.
Patients with severe renal
impairment (creatinine clearance
<30ml/min).
SIDE EFFECTS:Very common
(>1/10) headache.Common
(>1/100) anaemia, fluid retention,
palpitations, tachycardia, nausea,
diarrhoea, abdominal pain,
flatulence, vomiting, rash, fatigue.
LEGAL CATEGORY:POM.
NET PRICE: 0.5mg 100 £337.14.
CONTACT DETAILS: Shire
Pharmaceuticals,Hampshire
International Business Park,
Basingstoke,Hampshire RG24
8EP.Tel 01256 894000.

PRESCRIPTION PRODUCTS

Adipine XL
Adipine (nifedipine) XL tablets are
now available from Trinity
Pharmaceuticals; net price 30mg
28 £5.95, 60mg 28 £8.95.Legal
category:POM.

Cymbalta
Cymbalta (duloxetine) capsules
have been launched by Eli Lilly
and Boehringer Ingelheim.
Cymbalta is licensed for the
treatment of major depressive
episodes. Starting and maintenance
dose is 60mg once daily.
Therapeutic response is usually
seen after two to four weeks, and
treatment is recommended for
several months after establishing
response, to avoid relapse.Net
price, 60mg 84 £83.16, 60mg 28
£27.72, 30mg 28 £22.40.Legal
category:POM.A guide for health
care professionals has been
developed to help distinguish
Cymbalta from Yentreve

(duloxetine, licensed for moderate
to severe stress urinary
incontinence,PJ, 18 September
2004, p373).The guide is available
from Eli Lilly on 01256 315999.

Durogesic DTrans
Durogesic DTrans (fentanyl)
transdermal patches will be
available from 31 January and will
replace the original Durogesic
patches (Janssen-Cilag).Durogesic
DTrans are “matrix”patches with
the fentanyl dissolved evenly in
each layer, in contrast to the
original patches which used
reservoir technology.Durogesic
DTrans patches are bioequivalent
to the original patches but are
smaller and thinner.Net price, 5
patches, 25µg/h £27.52, 50µg/h
£51.40, 75µg/h £71.66, 100µg/h
£88.32.Legal category: Schedule
2 Controlled Drug.

BNF CORRECTION

DaunoXome
There is an error in 48th edition
of the British National Formulary
(September 2004) for the
DaunoXome (daunorubicin)
entry (section 8.1.2, p427).The
side heading reads “lipid
formulation for intrathecal use”
but should read “lipid
formulation”.DaunoXome is 
for intravenous use, not for
intrathecal use.The error will be
corrected in BNF 49 (March
2005).

FUTURE EVENTS

Pharmacogenetics
Medicines and Healthcare
products Regulatory Agency
meeting on pharmacogenetics,
New Connaught Rooms,Covent
Garden,London, 9 February.Cost
£586.32. Further details from
Clare Alder on 020 7084 2316 
(e-mail conferences@mhra.gsi.
gov.uk).

Nebido
Nebido (testosterone
undecanoate) 1,000mg/4ml,
solution for injection has been
launched by Schering Health
Care. It is licensed for testosterone
replacement therapy for male
hypogonadism when testosterone
deficiency has been confirmed by
clinical features and biochemical
tests.The dose is 1,000mg (one
ampoule) injected every 10 to 14
weeks. Legal category:POM.Net
price, 4ml £76.70.

PRODUCTS MISCELLANY

Emla cream
Emla (prilocaine and lidocaine)
cream 5 per cent has been
reclassified as a Pharmacy
medicine (AstraZeneca).New “P”
packs will be phased in over the
next few months.


