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n Members’ e-mail addresses
The Society is urging pharmacists to
register their e-mail addresses in a
drive to improve communications
between the branches and their
members. The addresses will be held in
a central database accessible to the
branches. Registration will begin next
week , using a form available from the
Society’s website (p151).

For personal use only. Not to be reproduced
without permission of the editor

(permissions@pharmj.org.uk)

Database of members’ e-mail
addresses will help branches
Pharmacists are being urged to register their
up-to-date e-mail addresses with the Royal
Pharmaceutical Society in a drive to help the
Society’s branch network communicate more
effectively with members locally.

Once collected, the e-mail addresses will
form a central database that can be used by
each branch to inform its members of poten-
tially useful information such as branch news,
dates for branch meetings and networking
opportunities.

In time, the e-mail addresses will also be
used to allow wider Society staff to send
appropriate communications to members,
although conventional mail will still be used
for all statutory information sent to members.

The decision to collect e-mail addresses is
in direct response to a request made by
branch secretaries attending a meeting at the
Society’s London offices in March.

Council member John Gentle, a branch
sponsor on the Council and secretary of the
Shropshire branch, supports the move. He
says:“As an active branch member I welcome
this exciting initiative and have long felt that
branch secretaries need a quicker, more easily
accessible method of contacting their mem-
bers with branch news. However, it is clear
that the new system is reliant on members

registering their up-to-date e-mail addresses
and so we are urging all members get online
and do so now.”

The system for registering an up-to-date
e-mail address will go live at the beginning of
August.

An e-mail registation form will be
accessible from the “About the Society”
section of the Society’s website, (www.rpsgb.
org/society), via a link from the “Branches
and regions” page.

The form will allow members to add and
change their e-mail addresses to ensure that
the database remains current. The unique
identifier will be that members will need to
validate the information by typing in their
date of birth. It will be the member’s own re-
sponsibility to ensure that his or her e-mail
address remains up-to-date.

In line with the Society’s data protection
policy, e-mail addresses will only be used to
support its work as the regulatory and profes-
sional body for pharmacists in Britain. The
Society will not share thedata with any third
party.

The e-mail registration form can also be
used to remove members’ e-mail addresses
should they decide they no longer wish to be
contacted via e-mail.

Society representatives attend Buckingham Palace garden party
Representatives from the Royal Pharma-
ceutical Society attended a garden party at
Buckingham Palace on Thursday 21 July at
the invitation of the Queen.

The Society group included two former
Council members, Alison Ewing and Clive
Jackson, both of whom retired from the
Council in April. Miss Ewing, who is clinical
director of pharmacy at Royal Liverpool and
Broadgreen University Hospitals NHS Trust,
had been a Council member since 2000. She
was accompanied to the palace by her
mother, Marie Ewing. Mr Jackson, who is
chief executive of the National Prescribing
Centre, had been a Council member since
2002.

Also in the group was David Pruce,
Director of Practice and Quality Improve-
ment at the Society,who was accompanied by
his wife Cate.

On the Society’s roof terrace before setting off for the garden party, left to right,
Cate Pruce, David Pruce, Alison Ewing, Clive Jackson and Marie Ewing
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The Royal Pharmaceutical Society’s local
branches provide an opportunity for
members resident in Britain, the Isle of
Man and the Channel Islands to get closer
to the workings of the Society and to meet
with other pharmacists and share
experiences. 

The Society has more than 130
branches, allowing most pharmacists the
opportunity to belong to a branch that is
either near to their home or near to their
place of work. If the branch to which a
members has been allocated is not the
most convenient, he or she can opt to
transfer to another branch. 

Members who wish to find out more
about the branch network, or who wish to
transfer their branch membership to a
different branch, should contact the
membership unit at the Society’s London
headquarters (tel 020 7572 2331; e-mail
b&ra@rpsgb.org).
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Striking-off ordered for pharmacist who stole drugs
A pharmacist who stole Controlled Drugs for
his own consumption is to be removed from
the Register of Pharmaceutical Chemists on
the order of the Statutory Committee.

On 22 April, the committee inquired into
the case of Krikor Astic Melemetdjian (regis-
tration number 64863), who now lives in
Canada. Information had been received that
on 3 June 2004, at Dolgellau Magistrates
Court, he had pleaded guilty and been
convicted of, 1 January 2003 and 23 January
2004, stealing quantities of methadone mix-
ture, Durogesic patches, Dexedrine tablets,
Ritalin tablets and dihydrocodeine tablets to
the value of £1,357 and having in his posses-
sion a quantity of a Class A Controlled Drug,
methadone. He had been given a four-month
prison sentence, suspended for 12 months,
and ordered to pay prosecution costs of £55.

The committee had also received a
complaint from the Council of the Royal
Pharmaceutical Society alleging that mis-
conduct such as to render him unfit to be on
the Register may have been demonstrated
individually or cumulatively by the convic-
tion, by a failure to comply with the record
keeping requirements of the Misuse of Drugs
Regulations 2001 and by his consumption
while on duty of CDs that did not belong to
him and had not been prescribed for him,
both in 2003–04 and in about 1978–1980.

The committee heard that between about
March 2001 and January 2004, Mr Melemet-
djian had worked as pharmacist in charge of a
branch of L. Rowland & Co (Retail) Ltd in
Harlech, Gwynedd. On 23 January 2004,
during the course of a routine inspection by
the local police chemist inspection officer, he
admitted to that he had made no entries in
the CD register since November 2003.

In a search of his home on 10 February
2004, the police found 12 used Durogesic 75
patches, 73 used Durogesic 50 patches, 37 used
Durogesic 25 patches, 22 empty boxes that had
held Dexedrine 5mg tablet,one empty box and
one empty strip that had held dihydrocodeine
30mg tablets, and one empty box and three
empty strips that had held Ritalin 10mg tablets.

Between 30 January and 22 March 2004 a
police officer and the Rowlands area manager
carried out a joint audit of CDs purchased and
supplied by the pharmacy and identified a
number of discrepancies and irregularities.

These included 7,745ml of methadone
mixture that could not be accounted for. A
number of invoices for methadone mixture
obtained by the pharmacy had not been
entered in the register.The value of the drugs
that had been in the packages found in Mr
Melemetdjian’s home and the value of the un-
accounted-for methadone mixture totalled the
£1,357 in respect of which he was convicted.

On 10 February and 31 March 2004, dur-
ing interviews by the police,Mr Melemetdjian
admitted or explained under caution that:

n From about 1978 to 1980, when he had
owned his own pharmacy, he had become
addicted to Palfium, after initially taking
tablets returned by a patient

n Between about January 2003 and 23
January 2004 he had at various times taken
methadone mixture, Dexedrine, Durogesic
patches and Ritalin — either pharmacy
stock or patient-returned medicines

n From mid-November 2003 to 23 January
2004 he had consumed methadone mix-
ture on a more or less daily basis while
working in the pharmacy, in quantities of
about 30ml two or three times per day and
on one occasion had taken 150ml of
methadone mixture home for his own use

n He had taken Dexedrine to counteract the
soporific effects of the methadone mixture

n He had taken home 23 boxes of 28
Dexedrine for his own use

n He had ordered and taken for his own
consumption one box of Ritalin “out of
curiosity”

n Between about January 2003 and 23
January 2004 he had failed to comply with
the record keeping requirements of the
Misuse of Drugs Regulations 2001.

The committee noted that in a written
submission Mr Melemetdjian had stated that,
following treatment at Birdsgrove House, he
had been “substance free” for 15 months.

Giving the committee’s determination, the
chairman, Lord Fraser of Carmyllie, QC, said
that Mr Melemetdjian had not been present at
the hearing, but the committee was satisfied
that the notice of the inquiry had been prop-
erly served on him, that he was aware of the
proceedings and that he was not intending to
appear. In those circumstances, the committee

had been satisfied that it could proceed with
the inquiry in his absence.

The committee found the conviction and
allegations proved, said the chairman, although
it did not place great emphasis on the part of
the complaint relating to the consumption of
Palfium, it having occurred something like 25
years ago. With regard to a complaint about
Mr Melemetdjian taking and consuming CDs
while on duty, the chairman said:“We have to
restrict that to ensure that there is not any du-
plication or double counting.We exclude from
that the possession of methadone, which was
part of the first conviction. However, the point
is well taken by the Royal Pharmaceutical
Society that he was not only in possession of
methadone,which he should not have had,but
he consumed it while on duty.”

The chairman continued: “In all the
circumstances, we would conclude that he has
been guilty of such misconduct as to render
him unfit to be on the Register.We have con-
sidered carefully the written submission by him
which was put before us. It principally relates
to his failure to keep up the CD Register, but
in any event it is not a compelling story. . . .

“Even if we were to accept that following
on treatment at Birdsgrove House he has been
substance free for 15 months, it is still an
unfortunate litany of failure on his part over an
extended period. We understand that he is
now living in Canada. He is aged 66 and
apparently is not practising.

“In our view, against the background of
what has been admitted to before us,we would
now want to direct the removal of his name
from the Register of Pharmaceutical Chemists.
There seems to us to be no option to taking
this course, and any lesser sanction would not
be appropriate in the circumstances.”

The chairman added that those responsible
for the profession in Canada should be advised
of the committee’s decision, particularly
because there was some indications from an
interview that the abuse of Controlled Drugs
may have occurred in Canada as well as Britain.

For the Society, Geoff Hudson (Penning-
tons, solicitors), said that the Canadian author-
ities had already been advised of the conviction
and advised that the inquiry was taking place,
and would be advised of the outcome.

Mr Melemetdjian had three months in
which to appeal.
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Replicas of three ceramic jars from the collections of the Museum of the Royal
Pharmaceutical Society are available for purchase from the Society:

n Leech jars Copies of a fine example of a 19th century glazed earthenware
show jar for leeches, 15cm high with a circumference of 15.5cm, £50 

n Drug storage jars Replicas of a pot used for storing candied orange peel,
bearing the inscription “C: CORT: AUR”, which is an abbreviation of the
Latin “Conditus Cortex Aurantiorum”, £56

n Syrup jars Copies of a jar bearing the inscription “S ROSAR. CU AG”, an
abbreviation of the Latin “Syrupus Rosaceus Solutivus cum Agarico”
(solutive syrup of rose with agaric), £86

The jars are available by mail order direct from the museum. Full details and
an order form can be downloaded from the museum section of the Society’s
website (www.rpsgb.org/museum), which also has photographs of the jars.
Alternatively, orders can be placed by contacting the museum (tel 020 7572
2210; e-mail museum@rpsgb.org).

The mail order postal charge within the UK is £22, which covers up to five
leech or drug jars or two syrup jars. Postage charges for Europe and the rest of
the world are given on the order form or are  available by contacting the museum.

The jars and other merchandise, including cards and books, can also be
bought in person from the Library at the Society's headquarters during normal
working hours.
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TRIBUTES

Billington In a tribute to the late
Mark Billington,who died in a
road accident on 21 July 2004,
JENNIFER SCURRELL,KATE
LINDSAY, JO-ANN HENLEY,
LUCY POWELL,LAUREN
ROBINSON and EMILY
STUBBERFIELD write, on behalf
of fellow graduates of Portsmouth
School of Pharmacy:As the results
of the 2005 registration
examination are announced,we
would like to remember Mark
Billington,who sadly died shortly
after graduation.We know he
would have been successful in the
registration examination and would
have made a fantastic pharmacist.

Lewis In a tribute to the late
Bernard Lewis (see p151),
GRAHAM WALKER writes:
Bernard Lewis was a Welshman
who gave his life to pharmacy in
Lincolnshire. In the 1970s,when
the profession was in the doldrums,
Bernard led the Lincolnshire Local
Pharmaceutical Committee team,
which rapidly developed to
include two members of Council
(Noel Baumber and myself) and
the chairman of the National
Pharmaceutical Association (Don
Ross).

Bernard, as chairman of the
LPC,quietly but forcibly led us
forward. It was he who led the
midnight raid on the
Pharmaceutical Services
Negotiating Committee and
persuaded it to support our demand
for a standstill on dispensing by
doctors.The acceptance of our
argument went on to form the basis
of the Clothier agreement and the
relative peace we have in our rural
areas.However,Bernard was no
paper pharmacist.His pharmacies
in the LincolnshireWolds gave
excellent service in an area where
this was short.

I was fortunate in having
Bernard as my LPC chairman and
also chairman of  the small
company we operated in the
county.Always ready to alter his life
to help a colleague,Bernard was a
man anyone would be proud to
call a friend.

Now, at such an early age,we
have lost our friend from
Lincolnshire.His memorial
consists of rural pharmacies
throughout the land. It is no
exaggeration to say that many of
them owe their continued
existence to Bernard Lewis and his
merry men from Lincolnshire.

Our love and sympathy go to
Barbara and his sons.They have lost
a noble man whose contribution
to pharmacy  can never be repaid.

LIBRARY ADDITIONS

The following are among recent additions
to the Royal Pharmaceutical Society's
library in London. Books available for loan
can be borrowed by members and by
preregistration trainees and pharmacy
students who have registered with the
library. The loan period is 28 days. A loan
may be renewed if the item is not required
by another user. Details of all titles added
to the library since 1991 can be found in
the library's searchable online catalogue of
publications (olib.rpsgb.org.uk)

Cardiovascular disease
n Heart disease diagnosis and
therapy: a practical approach.Khan
MG.2nd ed.Totowa,NJ:Humana
Press; 2005.
nThrombolytic therapy for acute
stroke, 2nd ed.Lyden PD.Totowa,
NJ:Humana Press; 2005.
n Stable angina: cardiovascular
pharmacotherapy and medicines
management — an open learning
course for pharmacists..
Manchester:Centre for Pharmacy
Postgraduate Education; 2005.

CNS and mental health 
n Biology of depression: from novel
insights to therapeutic strategies:
Volume 2.Licinio J,Wong M-L.
Weinheim:Wiley-VCH;2005.
n Handbook of essential
pyschopharmacology.Pies R,
Rogers D. 2nd ed. Washington:
American Psychiatric Publishing;
2005.
n Management of eating disorders
and obesity.Goldstein D. 2nd ed.
Totowa,NJ:Humana Press; 2005.
nThe Maudsley [South London
and Maudsley NHS Trust;Oxleas
NHS Trust] 2005–2006
prescribing guidelines.Taylor D,
Paton C,Kerwin R.8th ed.
Abingdon:Taylor Francis; 2005.
n Neurological and psychiatric
disorders: from bench to bedside.
Tarazi F, Schetz J.Totowa,NJ:
Humana Press; 2005.
n Principles and practice of
pediatric sleep medicine. Sheldon
S,Ferber R,Kryger M. [n.p.]:
Elsevier Saunders; 2005.
n Principles and practice of sleep
medicine.Kryger M,Roth T,
Dement W.4th ed.Philadelphia:
Saunders; 2005.

Nutrition 
n Beverages in nutrition and
health.Wilson T,Temple NJ.
Totowa,NJ:Humana Press; 2004.
n Handbook of minerals as
nutritional supplements.
DiSilvestro R.Boca Raton,FL:
CRC Press; 2005.
n Nutrition,Vol 1: a resource for
pharmacists;Vol 2: supporting
pharmacy services — an open
learning course for pharmacists.

Mason PM.3rd ed.Manchester:
Centre for Pharmacy Postgraduate
Education; 2004.

Natural products and
traditional medicine 
n Compendium of symbolic and
ritual plants in Europe:Vol 1: trees
and shrubs — Botanical, cultural,
uses.De Cleene,M,Lejeune MC.
Ghent:Alpha Publishing; 2005.
n Compendium of symbolic and
ritual plants in Europe:Vol. 2: herbs
— Botanical, cultural, uses.De
Cleene M,Lejeune MC.Ghent:
Alpha Publishing; 2005.
n Discovering the folk lore of
plants.Baker M.3rd ed.Princes
Risborough: Shire Publications;
2005.

History 
n Scales and balances: a guide to
collecting.Graham JT, Stevenson
M.3rd ed.Princes Risborough:
Shire Publications; 2003.
nThe Victorian hospital.Mitton
L.Princes Risborough: Shire
Publications; 2004.
nThe making of Barnsley.Elliott
B.Revised edition.Barnsley:
Wharncliffe Books; 2004.
nVenomous earth: how arsenic
caused the world's worst mass
poisoning.Meharg AA.
Basingstoke:MacMillan; 2005.

DIARY

Headquarters meetings
The following meetings take place at the
Royal Pharmaceutical Society’s London
headquarters

Tuesday 2 August
Public Affairs Planning Group.

9am.
Meeting of Officers. 9am.
Resource Management

Committee 11.30am.
Rules seminar.Noon.
Council meeting. 3.30pm.

Wednesday 3 August
Council meeting. 8.30am.
Benevolent Fund. trustees. 11am.

Thursday 4 August
Reciprocity. 10am.

London headquarters
Switchboard 020 7735 9141; direct dialling, 
see ‘Medicines, ethics and practice’; 
fax 020 7735 7629;
e-mail enquiries@rpsgb.org;
website www.rpsgb.org

Scottish Department
Headquarters of the Society in Scotland 
(including library and information service)
0131 556 4386 (see also ‘MEP’ guide);
fax 0131 558 8850; e-mail info@rpsis.com

Welsh Executive
Headquarters of the Society’s Welsh Executive
029 2041 2800; fax 029 2041 2810; e-mail
wales@rpsgb.org

Information centre
Book loans and information Library 
(loans, photocopies) 020 7572 2300;
e-mail library@rpsgb.org
Technical information, 020 7572 2302;
fax 020 7572 2499;
e-mail techinfo@rpsgb.org

Pharmacists’ advisory service
Information on legal and ethical matters
relating to pharmacy practice, 020 7572 2308;
fax 020 7572 2510, e-mail ftp@rpsgb.org

Pharmaceutics information
Information, advice and problem-solving
020 7572 2302; fax 020 7572 2499;
e-mail pharm.div.rpsgb@
dial.pipex.com

Benevolent fund
Financial help for pharmacists and their
dependants and information about
convalesence 01926 315994 or 01323
890135

Pharmacists’ health support
programme
Confidential help and support for
pharmacists who experience problems with
alcohol and other drugs of addiction
01926 315138

Listening friends scheme
Free confidential helpline for pharmacists
under stress 020 7572 2442

Pharmaceutical press
Purchase of books and subscriptions 
to journals
01491 829272;
fax 01491 829292;
e-mail rpsgb@cabi.org;
website www.pharmpress.com
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Are you moving home?
Remember that you will
need to update your
registration details 
with the Royal
Pharmaceutical Society.
Contact the registration
section (tel 020 7572
2322; e-mail
registration@rpsgb.org).


