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B | eading articles

Solid recommendations

here are few surprises in “The future of pharmacy — report of the All-Party

Pharmacy Group Inquiry”, published earlier this week (p757). Chairman of the

group, Howard Stoate, said at the launch that the investigation had taken a year, rather
than the originally planned six months, and the resulting report was a hefty document.

Let us deal with the gripes first. The inquiry was not really into the future of pharmacy.
It related only to England and Wales and it focused on community pharmacy — sidelining
hospital pharmacy, primary care pharmacy and other sectors. As a result the story is a
partial one. Having said that, the recommendations (p763) made for community pharmacy
in England and Wales are solid (something that was acknowledged by Lord Hunt, who
spoke briefly at the launch).Were the recommendations to be implemented, pharmacy
would be confirmed in those parts of the UK as a primarily clinical profession and not
simply a medicines dispensing service for the NHS.

The central plank of the inquiry’s recommendations is that GPs, primary care trusts and
pharmacists should work together for the benefit of patients. GPs do nothing, however,
unless they are given an incentive, so the proposal to embed inter-professional
collaboration into their quality and outcomes framework (QOF) makes sense — as does
the creation of a QOF for pharmacy.

Whether the new Health Secretary and ministerial team — whose identities were still
to be revealed as The Journal went to press — will be more than simply sympathetic to the
pharmacy cause is the issue. Gordon Brown has made some positive remarks about the
place of pharmacy in health care during the run up to his accession but the new
Government needs to put some proper financing in place and iron out the outstanding IT
problems in the NHS (and overcome the barriers, as Lord Hunt called them) if the
pharmacy dream is to be realised.

Buoyancy and uncertainty in jobs market

ur annual recruitment feature (p766) paints an uneven picture of the state of pharmacy.
OAIthough the community pharmacy market is buoyant, the hospital scene is uncertain
and primary care, in particular, is not thriving.

Despite good growth in the sector in recent years, as a result of the NHS struggling
with budget cuts (and some pharmacists doing well out of Agenda for Change) it seems
that many hospital pharmacists are choosing to hang on to their existing jobs. Coupled
with either a loss of some posts or a freeze on recruitment, this means that there is little
mobility in the sector.

The groups worst affected are primary care pharmacists and pharmaceutical advisers in
England, among whom morale is at rock bottom. Not only have they had to contend with
the NHS squeeze they have also suffered losses as a result of primary care trust mergers. A
clearer picture of the state in primary care should emerge in the next few months (p761).

756 The Pharmaceutical Journal (Vol 278) 30 June 2007

Editor and editorial director
Olivia Timbs
Tel 020 7572 2414

Deputy editor

Andrew Haynes, MRPharmS
The Society section
Tel 020 7572 2421

Managing editor

Graeme Smith, MRPharmS
Letters and other contributions
Tel 020 7572 2426

Assistant editor

Michael Thompson
Editor — PJ Online
Tel 020 7572 2428

News editor
Harriet Adcock, MRPharmS
Tel 020 7572 2415

Senior news and feature writer
Dawn Connelly, MRPharmS
Tel 020 7572 2427

News and feature writers
Tom Moberly
Tel 020 7572 2417
Matthew Wright, MRPharmS
Tel 020 7572 2430

Senior contributions editor

Lin-Nam Wang, MRPharmS
Continuing professional development
Tel 020 7572 2413

Contributions editor
Gemma Cleveland
Reviews
Tel 020 7572 2416

Website controller — pjonline.com
Gowan Clews
Tel 020 7572 2418

Personal assistant to the editor
Emma Kerby-Evans
Tel 020 7572 2414

Administrative assistant

Pauline Heslop
Branch meetings, copyright, permissions
Tel 020 7572 2422

Journal oversight board

Tim Albert

Noel Baumber, FRPharmS
Soraya Dhillon, MRPharmS
Niall Dickson (chairman)
Steve Wicks, MRPharmS

Head of sales
Philippa Stahelin

Office administrator — sales
Jo Cook

Website manager — pjcareers.com
Clare Knights

Display advertisement manager
Stuart Thomas

Classified advertisement manager
Lily Emery

Classified advertisement executive
Patrick Kearns

Head of publishing services
John Wilson

Production manager
Joanne Marks

Production assistants
Hillary Carter
Christopher Icha

Director of publications
Charles Fry

www.pjonline.com



