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No time to be sentimental

bout two weeks ago the Royal Pharmaceutical Society celebrated its birthday.

Reaching the age of 167 is not a cause for much razzmatazz but some people may

reflect on the implications for the Society’s next milestone — its 170th anniversary
on 15 April 2011.That occasion may not be marked at all because by then, if the Clarke
Inquiry’s recommendations come to pass, the new professional body that will emerge from
the Society and other interested organisations should already be established. (It is expected
to be in existence at the same time as the General Pharmaceutical Council on 1 January
2010.)

There is no time to be sentimental. In order to reach that point in such a short time
Clarke has suggested that the Society should establish a transitional committee, with an
independent chair and which is also independent of the Society’s Council, but with
representatives from the major stakeholders, which include the Society itself and those
groups that have actively expressed an interest in joining forces with it to establish the new
professional body (p493).

It is likely that the new body will still function under the Society’s existing Royal
Charter. However, since membership will be voluntary, it will need to be seen as being
sufficiently different from the Society in order to appeal to a broad church of pharmacists
and members of the wider pharmacy community. One of these differences might be a
change of name.The main task of the transitional committee will be to develop a
prospectus for the new professional body so that potential members can make an informed
choice about whether or not to join (PJ, 19 April, p466).

So far so good. However, in addition to the groups who are “in” (such as the Association
of Pharmacy Technicians UK, the British Pharmaceutical Students’ Association, the
College of Pharmacy Practice and the UK Clinical Pharmacy Association), Clarke rather
oddly recommends that organisations like the Company Chemists’ Association, the
Pharmacists’ Defence Association, the Pharmaceutical Services Negotiating Committee
and the National Pharmacy Association should also be invited to take part.

The Journal has nothing against these organisations and, arguably, they do fine jobs for
their members. But it could equally be argued that some of them might have something to
lose in terms of the services they offer to their own members, for example, were the new
professional body to be successful. There would seem to be some potential conflicts of
interest if they were to have a voice on the transitional committee equal to that of the
major stakeholders. In addition, the group seems rather England-centric and there are
bodies in Wales and Scotland whose views could be more central to the deliberations.

Juggling all those different views and making sure that decisions are made only in the
best interests of the new professional body will be a hard task for the chairman of the
transitional committee and The Journal wishes him or her the best of luck.
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