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The above mock prescription was
developed by Ros Palmer, com-
munity services pharmacist of the
Royal Cornwall Hospitals NHS

Trust and Michael Wilcock, Cornwall Pre-
scribing Support Unit. It was presented at the
British Pharmaceutical Conference 2003
after they were awarded the 2002 joint
National Pharmaceutical Association and
Guild of Healthcare Pharmacists award spon-
sored by MSD.The title of their presentation
was:“Community pharmacy advising on sec-
ondary care prescribing —  is this possible?”

This page may be photocopied to allow
copies of the mock prescription above to be
displayed in clinical areas where hospital
prescribers may be using FP10HP prescrip-
tions (or its successor).

Approximately 1,500 prescriptions are
issued each month in the Royal Cornwall
Hospitals NHS Trust, with the busiest clinics
located in sites across Cornwall with no on-
site dispensing facilities.The aim of the project
was to involve community pharmacists in
joint working across the interface and to test
the feasibility of using the skills and knowl-
edge of community pharmacists in advising
and reporting on specific aspects of outpatient
prescribing.

Seventeen community pharmacies were
identified as regular dispensers of FP10HP
prescriptions, and training was provided for
the pharmacists and dispensary staff.

Between three and 105 prescriptions were
dispensed in each of the selected community
pharmacies each month. By July 2003, infor-

mation had been received on 5,315 forms and
7,217 items.There were few occassions where
prescribing was not generic.There was also lit-
tle evidence of prescribers not adhering to the
local joint formulary.Five per cent of prescrip-
tions were difficult to dispense as a result of
poor prescribing, eg, quantity omitted, dose
omitted,choice of medicine not clear.

As a result of the project, a poster was pre-
pared showing the above mock prescription,
which is to be publicised and promoted to
hospital prescribers. A list of hospital out-
patient department contact numbers is to be
circulated to all community pharmacies.
There will also be provision of on-going
training of hospital staff on how to complete
the FP10HP form, and teaching on relevant
regulations.


